
The Tuscaloosa County Industrial Development Authority (TCIDA) is 
your one-stop-shop for professional business support in Tuscaloosa 
County, Alabama, including site selection and building assistance 
for new or expanding manufacturing operations.

TuscalOOsa COuNtY  
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Tuscaloosa County, Alabama is one 
of the top places in the nation where 
business can thrive.
With expanding residential, commercial and industrial bases, Tuscaloosa County is 
demonstrating daily that it is open for business. Since 2005 Tuscaloosa County has 
experienced over $2.5 billion in new construction to meet the increasing demands of 
its growing economy. From the University of Alabama to Mercedes-Benz, Tuscaloosa 
County has provided the infrastructure necessary to make businesses successful either 
around the world or just down the street.

TCIDA offers free business support in 
Tuscaloosa County:
The Tuscaloosa County Industrial Development Authority (TCIDA) is the lead agency for 
industrial recruitment, expansion and retention in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama.

Through the support of local government, TCIDA provides “one-stop-shopping” for 
professional business assistance in Tuscaloosa County:

•	 Professional support in all areas of business site selection for new or expanding 
manufacturing operations

•	 Building and facility assistance for new or expanding manufacturing operations

•	 Access to a variety of programs for training new employees or updating skills of 
existing employees

•	 Tailor-made visit programs for your company

•	 Contact and introduction with local authorities and decision makers, accountants, 
attorneys, and others who can provide you with the professional advice you require

•	 All TCIDA services are free of charge

Tuscaloosa County offers you:
•	 A strategically location in the heart of one of the most productive and emerging 

regions in North America, the Southeast United States

•	 An excellent transportation network

•	 A close proximity to your customers

•	 A positive business climate

•	 A competitive tax environment for new and established companies

•	 A Right-To-Work law secures the right of employees to decide for themselves 
whether or not to join or to financially support a union

•	 A dependable, qualified and skilled labor force

•	 An excellent labor pool with availability from a large four-county metro area

•	 Competitive wages in both, the manufacturing and non-manufacturing sectors

•	 Cost of living – Tuscaloosa County ranks below the national average in most 
categories that collectively create the “Cost of Living” average

•	 Educational infrastructure, High Schools, Universities 

•	 An exceptional quality of life



Alabama - Center of Automotive 
Excellence

Starting with Mercedes-Benz and quickly followed by Honda, Hyundai and 
Toyota, Alabama has gained the reputation as the new center of automotive 
excellence. Thanks to this investment, Alabama ranks 5th in U.S. car and light-

truck production. Tuscaloosa County, Alabama is geographically positioned at the center 
of Southeastern United States, the location of the “new domestic” automotive industry. 

Automotive Industry – Mercedes-Benz U.S. International (MBUSI) - C-Class

MBUSI was the first-ever automobile manufacturing facility established in Alabama and 
the firm’s first in the United States. In 1997 the Tuscaloosa County facility produced only 
one model, the M-Class sport utility vehicle (SUV). However, as a result of the international 
success of this model, the company began producing two additional models, the R-Class 
Grand Sports Tourer and the GL-Class luxury SUV. In December 2009, MBUSI announced 
that production of its popular C-Class sedan will be transferred to its facility in Tuscaloosa 
County in 2014. It will be the first sedan produced at the plant. In 2015, the facility will 
begin manufacturing a new Mercedes-Benz model as its fifth product. 

Automotive suppliers in Tuscaloosa County 

Tuscaloosa County is open for 
manufacturing and production 
industries
Tuscaloosa enjoys a diverse international presence through numerous manufacturing 
and production investments from Germany, France, Italy, Belgium, Japan, New 
Zealand, Canada and last but not least the United States of America. These companies 
have discovered that Tuscaloosa County provides an exceptional quality of life and 
positive business climate that allows them to compete in today’s global market. 

As a community, we have welcomed companies like Mercedes-Benz, JVC America, 
BFGoodrich Tire Manufacturing, RadiciSpandex, Nucor Steel, Southern Heat, Stress 
Crete, Phifer Wire Products, just to name a few. 

Tuscaloosa County is a perfect location  
for Industries like:

• Automotive

• Aerospace

• Alternative Energy

• Advanced Manufacturing

• Healthcare

• Business Services

Toyota
Navistar
Boeing

Honda

GE
Mercedes-Benz

Hyundai

ThyssenKrupp
Airbus



Infrastructure
Tuscaloosa County has a strong transportation network that accommodates and 
supports new and expanding industry: 

Highways & Road Systems
A system of highways that provide easy access to other parts of the state and the 
region criss-cross the county. Interstate-20/59 runs from the northeast to the southwest 
of Tuscaloosa County, and U.S. Highways 11, 43, and 82 serve the area well - and 
are being upgraded. A limited access highway from North Alabama through West 
Alabama and on to Mobile is in the works. 

Air Service

Tuscaloosa Regional Airport, classified as general aviation airport, meets most air-
cargo requirements and private air traffic needs. Birmingham International Airport is 
within a 1 hour drive from Tuscaloosa County. Atlanta International Airport is within an 3 
hour drive of Tuscaloosa County. 

Rail Service

Four railroad systems serve the Tuscaloosa area. Passenger service is offered by Amtrak. 
Amtrak has departures from Tuscaloosa on its southeastern route with service to New 
York and New Orleans. Freight service is provided by Kansas City Southern (KCS) and 
Norfolk Southern Corporation. 

Tuscaloosa County – in close proximity to the Regional Intermodal Facility

The new intermodal terminal is part of Norfolk Southern’s Crescent Corridor, a 2,500-mile 
rail route that that links key markets in the Northeast and Southeast with high-quality 
intermodal rail services. Norfolk Southern Corporation is enhancing its existing rail lines 
to enable it to provide truck-competitive service and take more than a million trucks off 
highways, such as I-20 and I-59 annually.  

Barge Service

The Black Warrior River bisects the cities of Tuscaloosa and Northport. A federally 
maintained waterway connects Tuscaloosa County to the Port of Mobile and, via the 
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway, to the Tennessee, Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. The 
Tuscaloosa-Northport Inland Dock, part of the Alabama State Docks System as well as 
private docking facilities are located in Tuscaloosa County. Parker Towing Company, 
with headquarters in Tuscaloosa, provides regional and local barge service. 

Public Transportation

Tuscaloosa provides the “Tuscaloosa Trolley”, a scheduled, intercity bus passenger 
service. Greyhound provides service to the city, and charter buses are available. 
Several taxi services have fleets operating daily. 

Utilities

Tuscaloosa County is served by utilities designed to accommodate any industry’s needs. 
Alabama Power Company and Alabama Gas Corporation support programs that 
assist industry. Water and Sewer services are supplied by the City of Tuscaloosa. Local 
telecommunications services are provided by AT&T Telecommunications. Tuscaloosa 
County offers the resources to provide industry with the most modern utility services.



Workforce – access through TCIDA
Tuscaloosa County’s labor force can meet 

the needs and challenges of any industry. A 

variety of continuing education opportunities 

make Tuscaloosa County an excellent site for 

industries that require workers that can do a 

job today yet learn new skills for tomorrow.

Tuscaloosa County attracts to its potential 

labor pool people from surrounding West 

Alabama counties.

In addition, the Tuscaloosa County Industrial 

Development Authority (TCIDA) offers 

qualifying companies access to a variety of programs for training new employees or 

upgrading skills of existing employees at no cost for your company. 

Alabama Industrial Development Training (AIDT)

One of the biggest incentives companies worldwide have found in 

locating in Tuscaloosa County is the quality of the state’s workforce and its highly 

respected workforce development program, Alabama Industrial Development 

Training (AIDT). 

AIDT, has been awarded ISO 9001:2000 certification by the International Organization 

for Standardization. One of the most critical factors to consider when qualifying a 

candidate site or building. 

University of Alabama

The College of Engineering at the University of Alabama offers to 

develop working relationships with qualifying companies in a number of ways, including 

cooperative education and internships, educational projects that would benefit both 

parties, and of course in providing companies with high-quality engineering graduates.  

Shelton State Community College

Shelton State Community College offers training through their technical 

division. On-site training for industry can be scheduled 24 hours a day through the 

Industrial Training Department of the college. Coursework and training programs 

are customized to company requirements. Programs include, but are not limited to, 

electronics, industrial electricity, machining computer numeral control, programmable 

logic controller, hydraulics/pneumatics, geometric dimensioning and tolerancing, 

maintenance and troubleshooting, and multicraft training, all specific to the companies 

need and at no cost for the company. 

Stillman College

Stillman brings a private college’s sense of purpose to bear on its historic 

mission. Stillman is committed to shared governance, fiscal soundness and 

exemplary stewardship of its resources. The College utilizes innovative techniques and 

strategic planning in all its administrative processes, modern pedagogy and employs 

innovative technology in the delivery of services to its clientele.

Tuscaloosa Workforce  
Support System



Tuscaloosa is a county of unsurpassed 
diversity
Tuscaloosa County, Alabama offers a premium quality of life for people of all ages and 
cultures. Art exhibits, orchestral performances and theatrical productions are enjoyed 
along with street festivals, water sports and college homecomings. Broadway stage 
productions and national exhibit tours also make their way to our region. These amenities 
enhance Tuscaloosa’s appeal as a preferred community to call home. Our southern 
hospitality is affirmed by our many international friends that return to visit their “home 
away from home” in Tuscaloosa. 

Recreational activities are a way of life in Tuscaloosa County. The area’s abundant natural 
resources present opportunities for all kinds of outdoor adventures. A variety of parks 
provide facilities for sporting and leisure activities. There are four public golf courses; four 
recreational lakes and three rivers; 150 campsites; and six miles of hiking trails. 

Spectator sports of national prominence are accessible to area residents at University of 
Alabama facilities such as Bryant-Denny Stadium (football), with a seating capacity of 
101,821; Coleman Coliseum (basketball and gymnastics) seating 15,043; and the University 
of Alabama’s Aquatic Center. The Tuscaloosa County Parks and Recreation Authority 
(PARA) and YMCA offer a full-range of services and activities for the entire family. 

Tuscaloosa Symphony Orchestra strives to “enhance the cultural reputation and quality 
of life in the community” through its annual season of concerts. In addition a beautifully 
landscaped 7,470 seat riverfront amphitheater, which is the largest outdoor theater 
in West Alabama and a premier location for arts and entertainment, is a state-of-the 
art venue with the capacity of hosting major performances and countless community 
events such as the symphony, theater and choral music. 

Alabama’s beaches, which National Geographic has hailed as some of the world’s 
most beautiful shorelines, are located a few hours south of Tuscaloosa County, while the 
mountains are located a few hours north. 

Tuscaloosa is a vital county that strives for a synergy between its residents and its 
corporate citizens. We have access to the most advanced technology yet we enjoy 
a true “hometown” atmosphere. Facilities of higher education support both our future 
workforce and our industrial base. A positive business climate allows both domestic and 
international companies to thrive while our citizens enjoy the benefits of good, quality 
jobs. These declarations are demonstrated each day in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. 
And we have the testimonials to prove it! 

Tuscaloosa County has it all, and we invite you to see firsthand how 
it works, and how it can work for you!

For more information or to schedule a visit, please contact:

Tuscaloosa County Industrial Development Authority (TCIDA)

J. Dara Longgrear 
Executive Director 

Andy Jocham 
Director - Industrial Recruitment and Retention

2204 University Boulevard Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 U.S.A. 
Phone: 205.349.1414  ·  E-mail: info@tcida.com  ·  Web: www.tcida.com
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